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290 King St
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Program



Wednesday
10:00-10:30 Registration Newcastle

10:30-10:45 Acknowledgement of 
Country

Nikki Eastwood & Rebekah 
McLean

Banquet

10:45-11:15 OPENING: 10 Years On -
Our Story So Far

Viv White & John Hogan Banquet

11:15-11:45 TALK: A Graduate’s 
Perspective 

Shauna Carlon (graduate, 
Launceston City Campus, 
TAS)

Banquet

11:45-12:00 TALK: A Parent’s 
Pespective

Tracy Press (parent, Cooks 
Hill Campus, NSW)

Banquet

12:00-12:45 Lunch Hunter

12:45-1:30 PANEL: Starting a Big 
Picture Campus 

Chair: Viv White

Rachel Byrne (Acting 
Principal, Hunter Sports HS, 
NSW), Tracey Breese 
(Campus Leader, Cooks Hill 
Campus, NSW), Mark 
Hewitt (Principal, 
Newcastle HS, NSW)

Banquet

1:30-2:30 ADVISORY #1: Who Are 
We?

Various

2:30-3:30 TINKERING & PLAY 
• Advisory pick-me-ups 

• Yoga 

• Aromatherapy 

• Ayurveda & meditation 

• Craft 

• Photoshop workshop

Cooks Hill students 
Cooks Hill student 
Gina (Parent) 
Taylah Scott & mentor 
Cooks Hill students 
Cooks Hill students

Hunter 
Hunter 
Newcastle 
Waratah 
Banquet 
Banquet

3:30-4:00 Afternoon Tea Hunter 

4:00-5:00 SPECIAL INTEREST #1 
• Advisory Teachers & 

Teaching 

• Integrating the 
National Curriculum 

• The MAP4U BPA 
Project and the 
Research Process

Brooke Burns & Justine 
Dunlop (Halls Head College, 
WA) 

Ann Hill (ACARA Project 
Leader, Wanniassa School) 

Anthony Britza (Tranby 
College, WA) & Helen Stone 
(Murdoch University, WA)

Banquet 

Hunter 

Newcastle



Thursday
8:30-9:30 TALK: Implementation John Hogan Banquet

9:30-10:15 PANEL: Indigenous 
Education & Big Picture 
in Remote Communities 

Chair: John Hogan

Dianne Kelly (Indigenous 
Educator, Brewarrina 
Central School, NSW), Mike 
Hollings (CEO, Te Kura 
Correspondence School, 
NZ), Ben McDonald 
(Advisory Teacher, 
Ngaanyatjarra Lands, WA)

Banquet

10:15-10:30 Morning Tea Hunter

10:30-12:00 ADVISORY #2: What are 
we thinking & learning?

Various

12:00-1:00 SPECIAL INTEREST #2 
• Learning Through 

Internship & 
Community Contacts 

• Data from Hunter 
Sports High School Big 
Picture Academy 

• The Role of the Big 
Picture Coach 

• Engaging the 
Disengaged

Amanda Hine (LTI 
Coordinator, Cooks Hill 
Campus, NSW) 
Rachel Byrne (Acting 
Principal, Hunter Sports HS, 
NSW) 
Lisa Knight & Eric Radice 
(Yule Brook College, WA) 
Mark Heuston (Campus 
Principal, Croydon 
Community School, VIC)

Banquet 

Hunter 

Waratah 

Newcastle

1:00-1:15 Student film screening 
“Exhibitions: a Student’s 
Perspective”

Kate Grant Banquet

1:15-2:00 Lunch Hunter

2:00-2:30 Cooks Hill Campus visit Hosted by Darren Ponman 
(Deputy Campus Leader)

Cn. Union & 
Laman St

2:30-3:30 Join Cooks Hill Campus 
advisories

Cn. Union & 
Laman St

3:30-4:30 Meet Cooks Hill Campus 
advisory teachers

Cn. Union & 
Laman St

From 6:30 Conference Dinner  
at The Edwards

148 Parry St 
Newcastle 
West



Friday
8:30-9:30 TALK: Thinking Deeply 

about the BPE Design 
Viv White & Elliot Washor 
(via Skype)

Banquet

9:30-10:00 PANEL: Student & 
parent experiences 

Chair: Viv White

Students from Tasmania & 
NSW with Newcastle 
parent Tracey Roberts

Banquet

10:00-10:30 TALK: Big Picture 
National University 
Project

Professor John Fischetti 
(Dean, Faculty of Education 
& Arts, The University of 
Newcastle)

Banquet

10:30-11:00 Morning Tea Hunter

11:00-11:30 TALK: Issues and 
Perspectives - Big 
Picture & the Bigger 
Picture

Viv White & John Hogan Banquet

11:30-12:30 ADVISORY #3: Where to 
from here?

Various

12:30-12:45 Announcement of 2016 
Big Picture Conference 
in Western Australia

WA Organising Team Banquet

12:45-1:00 Close & Farewell 
*Lunch bags provided

Viv White & Students Banquet

Hosts: Mackenzie Pearce & Tayla Mullen 

IT Support: Joshua Haigh & Finn North 

Musical Entertainment: 
• Mia Bench 
• Sommer Crouch 
• Jay Ward 
• Anna Coxhell



Advisory Sessions 

All participants will be allocated an advisory group at registration. 
There are sessions are on each day of the conference, led by 
experienced Big Picture advisory teachers, coaches and students: 

1. Eric Radice & Lisa Knight (Yule Brook College, WA)          
Student advisors: Tegan Bennett & Jazzlyn Pearsall (Brewarrina 
Central School, NSW)                              

 LOCATION: HUNTER ROOM 

2. Brooke Burns & Justine Dunlop (Halls Head College, WA)                
Student advisor: Alkira Hart (Brewarrina Central School, NSW) 

 LOCATION: NEWCASTLE ROOM 

3. Anthony Britza (Tranby College, WA)                                  
Student advisor: Kate Grant & Mackenzie Pearce (Cooks Hill 
Campus, NSW) 

 LOCATION: WARATAH ROOM 

4. Tracey Breese (Cooks Hill Campus, NSW)                          
Student advisors: Tayla Mullen & Phoebe Blair (Cooks Hill 
Campus, NSW)                                                          

 LOCATION: BANQUET ROOM 

5. Stephen Walley (Big Picture Tasmania Coordinator & Coach) 
Student advisors: Jay Ward & Anna Coxhall (Sorell School, TAS)  

 LOCATION: BANQUET ROOM 

Special Interest Sessions 

There are two Special Interest sessions where multiple talks are 
given concurrently. Participants choose which session to attend. 

Conference Coordinator: 
Grace Vaughan 

grace.vaughan@bigpicture.org.au 
 0423374138
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THINKING • LEARNING • GROWING

National Conference 2015

You are invited to attend the Big Picture Education Australia 2015 National Conference 
and 10th Anniversary Celebration. The three day event will be led by our students, 
advisors, leaders, parents and community members.

All members of our network and the general public are welcome to attend, share, celebrate and 
learn about Big Picture and innovation in education. 

There will be: 
• Guest speakers

• Reports on our research

• Information about the launch of our new
 venture - the Big Picture Learning
 International Network

The Big Picture design inverts traditional schooling by placing students and their 
passions and interests at the centre of learning. 

Big Picture schools: 
• Find and build on student interest

• Involve families in the learning

• Allow students to learn in and from 
 community and adult mentors

Previously disengaged students are now 
participating in rigorous learning programs.  
They are motivated by learning that is 
linked to the real world and have high work 
completion rates.

For more information and to register visit www.bigpicture.org.au

Compared to mainstream students, 
Big Picture students are likely to have:
• Similar or better student outcomes

• Higher attendance rates

• Fewer discipline issues and much lower 
 rates of suspension

• Greater parent participation in the 
 school community

• A credential when they leave school 

• Presentations and workshops (e.g. on 
 Leaving to Learn and Project Based Learning)

• Activities

• Student work on display
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GROUND FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR

1.

2.

3.

4.

PARKING 

Hunter Carparks Civic West, Gibson St (entry via Laman St) 
On Street Parking, King St, Auckland St & Hunter St 
Library Car Park, entry via Darby St

1. Banquet Room (main room) 
2. Hunter Room (breakout room and catering) 
3. Newcastle Room (breakout room and registration) 
4. Waratah Room (breakout room) 

www.bigpicture.org.au

http://www.bigpicture.org.au
http://www.bigpicture.org.au

